
Lowlands/riparian and Wetlands
 plant community

Houdek Creek/Lake Leelanau
   Watershed
white cedar (Thuja occidentalis)
black spruce (Picea mariana)
tamarack (Larix laricina)
tag alders
pussy willows
red-osier dogwood
horsetail
sedges and cattails
sensitive fern

Evidence of animals:

Dry hardwood forest mixed with
open dunes community

dry hardwoods association
bigtooth aspen (Populus grandedentata)
red oak (quercus rubra)
bracken ferns

 in areas with some wind protection
sugar maple (Acer saccharum)
American beech (Fagus grandifolia)
Striped maple (Acer pennsylvanicum)
Aspen (Populus tremuloides)
pink lady’s slipper, moccasin flower

Open Dunes Communitiy
cottonwoods
red pines (Pinus resinosa)
white birch(Betula papyrifera)
red-osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera)
sand cherry (Prunus pumila)
sand-reed grass

Evidence of animals:

  Savannah/Barrens sandy-
  plains community

 reindeer moss--lichen
 junipers
 bracken fern
 cottonwood
 white birch
 pin cherry
 staghorn summac
Evidence of animals:



The dunes and sandy plains are not completely
stabilized partially due
 to the disruption by logging and
 cattle farming about a century
 ago and foot traffic currently.

Houdek Dunes Natural Area is comprised
of 330 acres. Houdek Creek which flows
along the southeastern boundary of the
area is a shallow, spring-fed stream which
is the primary tributary to North lake
Leelanau. The property was acquired by
the Conservancy in December 1998.

           Leelanau Conservancy

Protecting and Conserving the Land, Water,
and Scenic Character of Leelanau County
   landscapes while there’s still time

Conserving the Land, Water, and Scenic
Character of Leelanau County

Accomplishments since its founding in 1988:
• 5,400 + acres of land and 10 miles
      of shoreline forever protected
• 20 Natural Areas & Preserves created

encompassing some of Leelanau’s
most sensitive and rare habitats

• 90 private landowners have worked
with the Leelanau Conservancy to
forever protect their lands through
conservation easements

P.O. Box 1007
Leland, Mi. 49654
phone: 231-256-9665
conservancy@leelanau.com
www.theconservancy.com
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