The Leelanau Conservancy
An Accredited Organization

The Leelanau Conservancy was awarded accreditation m
status in September, 2008. The Land Trust Accreditation % |
Commission awards the accreditation seal to community *"":«*r'.ﬁ.'!::;\h
institutions that meet national quality standards for

protecting important natural places and working lands forever. Learn more

at the Land Trust Alliance website: www.landtrustaccreditation.org.
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Conserving Leelanaus Land, Water, and Scenic Character

Who We Are

We’re the group that, since 1988, has worked to protect
the places that you love and the character that makes
the Leelanau Peninsula so unique. Our organization has
earned accreditation and a reputation as one of the premier
land trusts in the country, with projects touching lives and
saving land in each of Leelanau’s 11 townships. We have
preserved over 7,000 acres and 22 miles of shoreline and
created 24 natural areas, preserves or transfer and assist
projects. Some of the best views, most sensitive wetlands,
and biggest working farms have been protected because
of our work. With over 4,000 donors backing us up, the
Conservancy is making a very real difference in the future
of Leelanau.
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A Common Commitment

Preserving Leelanau for Future Generations

The People Behind
the Mission

Board of Directors: This group of
committed individuals brings their hearts,
minds and resources together around the table
to preserve the best of Leelanau. They carry
on the legacy of many who have come before
them and accomplished great things.

Staff: A yrst-class crew of professionals
works day in and day out to ynd ways to save
our Leelanau landscapes, rural character, and
pristine waters.

Landowners: Over 110 landowners have
worked with our staff, either by donating
land or a conservation easement, or through
other creative methods, to fulyll goals and
dreams of preserving their lands for future
generations.

Docents: Knowledgeable volunteers lead
hikes and spread our message at our preserves
and natural areas.

Donors: Annually, over 4,000 people make
a donation to the Conservancy to help pre-
serve a cherished view, save an old-growth
forest from development, create a new natural
area, or support the staff doing this important
work.

\olunteers: Dozens of people lighten our
load by helping with mailings, manning
our information booth, taking photographs,
working at our Annual Picnic and Auction
and so much more. Our stewardship network
creates and maintains the trails and viewing
platforms you’ll enjoy.



How We Save Land

A Good Conservation Transaction Must be Good for
Both the Land and the People Involved

Stewardship Activities on Conservation Easement Properties

The Conservancy works with private landowners, farmers, communities, businesses,
and all levels of government to preserve Leelanau’s environmentally sensitive areas,
to sustain and enhance the local economy. In addition, we conduct a full schedule of
educational programs and advance our mission by researching Leelanau County’s
water quality and land-use trends. Our most common land protection methods are
listed below. The approach we take towards a property depends on the character
of the land and the individual landowner’s wishes:

Conservation Easements

The Conservancy works with private landowners to permanently protect the natural
features of their land for future generations by creating individualized legal agree-
ments that place certain development restrictions on the property. Often conservation
easements may result in signiycant tax beneyts for donors. Land under conservation
easements is not open to the public, but provides public beneyt by protecting water
quality, wildlife habitat, and scenic character.

Land Acquisition

Generous landowners who agree with our mission may present land to the Conser-
vancy as a gift. Sometimes, though, the Conservancy pulls together the money to
buy land of particular ecological importance, usually with fundraising help from
dedicated citizens.

Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)

This technique is often used to protect working farms and forest land. The
Conservancy purchases the development rights to these environmentally or
culturally signiycant lands, conserving them in their natural and/or working state
in perpetuity. PDR uses multiple funding sources, including matching gifts from
landowners.

Transfer and Assist

When a government agency wants to acquire and protect certain threatened property
but can’t obtain immediate funding, the Conservancy pre-acquires the land. We hold
the property until our project partner obtains funding from the Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund or other sources of acquisition dollars.



Get Out There!

Recreational Opportunities

Visit Our World of Wonder!

We hope you’ll find the time to visit
many of our properties. Each is different
and magical in its own way. Some areas
are more fragile than others. A “Natural
Area” is managed not only to protect its
unique natural features, but to provide
quiet recreational opportunities such
as hiking and bird watching. Many of
our natural areas contain marked trails
which are detailed in this guide. A
“preserve” normally contains more fragile
ecosystems and is managed primarily to
protect these features. When possible,
we create opportunities for the public to
view these preserves, normally through
docent-led hikes. Detailed directions
may be accessed on our website which
features a Google mapping tool (www.
theconservancy.com).

Open to the Public

Come see this property on your own
year round. Youdll ynd trails and kiosks
to guide you. Or, join a tour led by our
knowledgeable docents.

Best Seen on a Guided Hike

This indicates a preserve is ecologically
sensitive or hard to find with no trail
system. Going with one of our docents is
the best way to experience it.

Critical Area
Some preserves are better left alone, with

fragile ecosystems threatened by the
slightest human impact. Therefore,
access is limited or not allowed.

Yellow:

Houdek Dunes Natural Area

Open to the Public

Green:
Belanger Creek
Best Seen on a Guided Hike
Blue:

Soper Preserve

Critical Area



Important Information

Setting a Good Example on Conservancy Owned Lands

Preserves and natural areas are gifts we pass on to future generations. You play a
critical role in protecting this gift. Please take time to practice the minimum-
impact techniques to preserve these places for years to come.

Hunting on Conservancy Owned Natural Areas

The hunting status, including restrictions or prohibited actions, is established in
the management plan for each natural area owned by the Leelanau Conservancy.
This decision is based on the location of the natural area with regard to residential
areas, recreational infrastructure (trails, overlooks, etc.), the size of the natural area
and if hunting in the natural area will not detract from its natural and/or aesthetic
attributes. No hunting is allowed on preserves.

How Do | Get Permission to Hunt?

Hunters must obtain a signed permit from the Leelanau Conservancy ofyce in
Leland, Michigan. Each and every hunter must carry a signed current permit in order
to hunt Leelanau Conservancy property and acknowledge that he or she understands
the additional regulations included in the Leelanau Conservancy Hunting Permit,
which are above and beyond the Michigan DNR Hunting and Trapping Guide.

Stewardship Activities on Conservation Properties

Land protected by conservation easements is privately owned, and not
open to the public. The Conservancy works closely with conservation
easement landowners to help them understand the ecology of their land,
as well as the terms of their individual conservation easement which is
intended to preserve the land’s unique features. In addition, we provide
technical expertise in areas such as control of invasive species.

What to Expect
Easy Hike: trail is pat and easy to navigate.

Moderate Hike: trail sometimes slopes and may
provide challenges to novice hikers.

Challenging Hike: trail is steep and is best enjoyed
when you are in good physical condition.




Practice Minimum-Impact Techniques

Know Before You Go

Please Respect these

Special Places

We are dedicated to the responsible
enjoyment and active stewardship
of the outdoors by all people. Just
think of all of the activities you can
enjoy in the outdoors... maybe it’s
hiking, picnicking, fishing, birding
or snowshoeing. Each year, outdoor
recreation allows thousands of people
to unwind, challenge themselves or just
take in the scenery. Yet all this heavy
use has a signiycant impact on our
natural resources. So learn to practice
minimum-impact techniques to
preserve the fun for years to come:

Know Before you Go

Planning ahead is the easiest way to protect outdoor places

and enjoy a safe visit. Use a map, wear good shoes and

always bring a leash for your pet. Carry plastic bags that

can you use to pick up your pet’s waste. leave no trace

Stick to Trails

Traveling on a trail leaves room for wildlife and their homes.
Short-cutting trails causes erosion. Be ready to get muddy and
step right through puddles. Boots dry overnight; plants take
years to recover.

Protect Our Waters

Riparian areas are vital to the health and diversity of animal
and plant life. These areas are often the sole habitat for many |
plants and animals species that need wet conditions.




Practice Minimum-Impact Techniques

Know Before You Go

Trash Your Trash

Please take out all trash, yours and others. Even “biodegradable” —=
materials such as orange peels, apple cores and food scraps

can take years to break down and attract scavengers that harm
other wildlife.

Leave It As You Find It

Picking powers, collecting rocks or taking arrowheads may not
seem like a big deal, but it means others won’t have a chance
to enjoy them. With thousands of people visiting Conservancy
properties, the less impact we each make, the longer we will
enjoy what we have.

A . —
Keep Wildlife Wild DAt
Natural areas are home to wildlife. As a visitor, you should \ { f
respect wildlife by observing them from a distance and not ‘\L

feeding them.

Protect Private Property

Respect “no trespassing” signs. If property boundaries
are unclear, do not disturb the area. Treat another’s
property as you would treat your own.

Manage Your Dog

Keeping your dog in control keeps people, dogs, livestock
and wildlife safe. Others may not appreciate your dog’s 4
company; therefore, ask before allowing your dog to
approach them. Keep your dog nearby and under control.
Carry and use a leash as required. Pack a pick—up bag and
always pick up your dog’s poop—wherever it’s left.
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Houdek Dunes

ublic - Prg_aserved in 1998

About the Trall
3/4 & 1- 1/2 mile loops
2 hours, moderate hike
sand, stairs, and slopes
benches at ancient maple

Spring Specialties
pink lady’s slippers
birdwatching

Summer Surprises
monarchs on milkweed
powering pin, choke,

and black cherry trees

Fall Fun
colorful aspen and birch
birds migrating

Winter Wonders
snowshoeing on
winding paths
animal tracks in snow

s

Looking for a
lesson in the
origin of dunes?
B |ts hereinour
largest, most
diverse natural
area.

100-year-old birches, a
fragile creek and dunes

Houdek Dunes’ signature is its stands
of bright, healthy white birches—many
over a century old. Their advanced age is
highly unusual for this transition species.
Woodland pockets created by dips in the
dunes shelter the birches.

Note that the stands of quaking aspen
at the top of the stairs near the kiosk are
clones. One of several aspen groupings
throughout the property, they share a root
system and identical genetic makeup.
The tree takes its name from the spinning
movement of its leaves. In a breeze some
leaves show pastel and others expose
green tops. The stem shape causes this
pip-poppingd adesign that likely evolved
to limit the leavesd sun exposure.

Along the dune’s southeast boundary
pows Houdek Creek, a spring-fed stream
which is the primary tributary powing into



Houdek Dunes
—

Lake Leelanau. This creek is not accessible from the trail because disturbances
along its fragile, sandy shore would compromise its health.

Dunes of All Types

But these wetlands are just a part of what’s here. A quarter mile inland from Lake
Michigan, the dunes form a border between Houdek Creek and a nearby hardwood
forest. This barrier includes active and stabilized dunes including open, pitted, and
perched sand dunes. There are even blowout dunes—where all the sand is blown
out around a large clump of vegetation, leaving a green island in a sea of sand.

Cottonwood, red pine, white birch, red-osier dogwood, and sand-reed grass pourish
in these open spaces. Among the hardwoods, youdll ynd aspen and red oak, with
beech and maple in the sheltered valleys. Note the striped maple’s large leaves and
white striped bark (thus its nickname, the “Michigan State” tree). You might see
as many as 150 pink lady slippers along the trail in spring!
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