October 8th?  marked the 20th anniversary of the 1988 gala opening celebration of the Leelanau Conservancy.  Our first Honorary Chairman, Harlan H. Hatcher, former President of the University of Michigan and internationally active environmentalist, spoke to that small, enthusiastic, gathering of the critical importance of preserving unique land, water quality, wildlife habitat, and open spaces on Earth.  

At that time, there were seven board members.  Ed, myself, Carl and Pat Headland, and Jacquie Verdier did all the office work and fund raising.  Brian Price was a $7/hour part-time employee.  Harlan Hatcher’s global perspective, wisdom, and support, encouraged our taking on seemingly-impossible projects that at times required a huge leap of faith that our supporters would come through with the wealth, wisdom, and work needed in order to make them happen.  Since that time, our past and present board members, staff, and member/donors have never once faltered in providing what was needed. 

Twenty years later, 800-plus people attended our August 2008 Annual Picnic on the site of one of our newest conservation easements, the Newton Farm.  My knees simply turned to jelly as I was handed the microphone to welcome everyone, for I was absolutely overwhelmed and humbled by the sudden thought that every single person present was there because he or she chose to be a steward of the precious gift of the natural resources that surround us in our beloved Leelanau County.

Do you know that 315 of our 1988 members have remained loyal donors throughout all 20 years?  That is truly remarkable!  Currently, we have 10 times that many donors to various funds, including general memberships; and, over 500 Sustainers pledge to contribute $500 or more each year to our Operating Fund.  We now have 20 Board members, 9 full time Staff, 2 part time Staff, and dozens of dedicated volunteers who serve on committees, act as docents, and help us in countless ways.

This September 19th, the Leelanau Conservancy was among the first 37 land trusts in the USA who were given accreditation status by the National Land Trust Alliance.  While we have always adhered to NLTA's Standards and Practices, this designation confirms our commitment to excellence and the highest standards in doing business.  

The next 20 years will bring us new challenges as we continue our mission.  In the current climate of financial uncertainty, our fund raising efforts will be one of those.  We all need to pull in our belts and make tough decisions about how to support our favorite causes.  In the days after 9/11 we heard from so many of you that you turned to the natural world for solace and came to the realization that healing came through nature.  Ed and I feel passionately that “giving back” to that which sustains the soul and is a gift to future generations is our own priority.  We trust that you, too, feel the same way and will continue to support the Leelanau Conservancy as generously as you are able. 

Each and every one of you should be proud of what you have done, and continue to do, to make The Difference in what is possible to preserve forever our unique corner of the world—the miles of shoreline, the acres of dune land, farmland and woodland, the wetlands, the water quality, the scenic views.   We send you our most humble thanks and immense gratitude.

Bobbie & Ed Collins, Founders

